Broads Authority

Broads Local Access Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 17 June 2009
Present

Dr Keith Bacon (Chairman)

	Ms Liz Brooks
	Mr Ray Walpole

	Mr Charles Swan
	Mr George Saunders

	Mrs Hattie Llewelyn-Davies
	Mr Gary Simons

	Mr Graham Downing
	Miss Cynthia Wake

	Mr Peter Medhurst
	Mr Chris Yardley

	Mr Nick Larkin
	Mr Alan Duce


In Attendance

Nick Sanderson – Head Countryside Ranger
Adrian Clarke - Broads Projects Co-ordinator
Simon Hooton – Direcotor of Conservation and Countryside Management

Lucy Harris – Head of Valley Management
John Organ – Head of Administration and Executive Assistant
Jo Eames – Administrative Officer
Also in Attendance

Mr David Falk – Suffolk County Council

3/1
Apologies for Absence


Apologies for absence were received from Mr Tony Howes, Mr Robin Buxton and Ms Sarah Jenkinson.
3/2
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 March 2009 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman subject to one minor amendment to the word ‘Cobholm’ in the second paragraph of Minute 2/13.
3/3
Points of Information Arising from the Minutes
(1)
Minutes 2/9: Progress Report regarding the Circular Routes for the Northern Broads and 2/13: Rights of Way and Access Improvement Plan Update
The Head Countryside Ranger reported that agenda items 2/9 and 2/13 had been deferred again and would now be discussed at September ‘s meeting.  The Forum suggested that these two items could be included within the Annual Report.  
(2)
Minute 2/8: Greater Norwich Development Partnership: Whitlingham Bridges and Links (Connect2) Project Update
The Head Countryside Ranger noted that although, at the meeting in March, the Forum agreed that a sub group should be created to discuss the Whitlingham Bridges and Links (Connect2) Project, specific members were not nominated at that time.  It was therefore agreed that Ray Walpole, George Saunders and Peter Medhurst should form the sub group and contact the appropriate bodies to progress the project and report back to the Forum at the next meeting.
(3)
Minute 2/6: Oulton Broad Free Quay

The Forum agreed that the site visit to Oulton Broad had been worthwhile and that including the Oulton Broad Free Quay as an item on the Forum’s agenda had enabled the project to progress.

3/4
Angles Way Update

The Countryside Access Development Manager, Suffolk County Council, reported that the original idea to promote the Angles Way as one continuous footpath was shelved in favour of the promotion of short walks that illustrated the footpath’s contrasting landscapes, and that the project had been a collaboration between a number of organisations.

The title ‘Waveney Valley Walks’ was chosen instead of ‘The Angles Way’ as it was felt to be more evocative.  However, there was strong use of the Angles Way logo throughout the booklet.

The NHS contributed to the printing costs of the booklets distributed in the Lowestoft area, and were willing to fund a re-print.  They also distributed the booklet to doctors surgeries in the Waveney area.

The Countryside Access Development Manager had distributed the booklets to tourist information centres in Suffolk and accommodation establishments in both Suffolk and Waveney.  Booklets would also be distributed by the Head Countryside Ranger and the Head of Access Development, Norfolk County Council.

New waymarker discs for the Angles Way were currently being produced.  Later this year a sister publication illustrating the whole route on one large folding map would be printed, and next year interpretation panels would be erected at various sites along the footpath.

The Forum congratulated the team on the production of the booklet, which actively promoted access opportunities in the Broads.
The Forum suggested that, on the maps, the sections that were wheelchair accessible be highlighted, that the level of access be colour coded and that the location of public toilets be included on the re-print.

The Forum also suggested that the booklets be distributed to railway stations.

3/5
Whole Valley Approach Update

The Head of Valley Management tabled an update on the Whole Valley Approach, reporting that it had been renamed the ‘River Valley Approach’ and was a new way of looking at the work of the Broads Authority.
A pilot study was currently being undertaken in the Ant valley, and a workshop to discuss issues and opportunities had been held on 3 June 2009 for interested groups, individuals and parish councils.  While the full write up of the workshop was not yet complete, the access issues raised at the workshop had been pulled out for the interest of the group and were listed at the back of the tabled document.  The access opportunities highlighted at the workshop were incorporated into the map accompanying the tabled document.  

The next stage of this new approach was to assess the issues and opportunities with the Ant Valley Group, who would be helping to develop this work further.

The Forum requested that the following information be added to the map:

· Staithes

· Car parks

· Car access points

· Public toilets

· Possible car viewing points

· Dilham Garden Revival

· Areas of access land

· Good areas for wheelchair access.
The Broads Projects Co-ordinator noted that improving access paths on the open access land at How Hill was one of BESL’s action plan objectives.

The Head of Valley Management confirmed that she would be contacting organisations, such as BESL, on an individual basis to discuss this new approach in more detail.

The Head of Valley Management also confirmed that the map, once completed, would be circulated to parish councils, interested groups and the Rural Development Group.  Information about the project would also be included in parish magazines.

The Forum discussed the importance of collating land ownership information, although it was noted that private land ownership had a tendency to change very quickly, unlike land owned by trusts or organisations.

3/6
Broads Local Access Forum and Broads Tourism Forum Cooperation

(1)
Access for All

The Forum considered a report by the Broads Local Access Forum member representing people with disabilities/access for all, which raised members’ awareness of the questions that needed to be asked to create a ‘barrier free’ environment.  

The Director of Conservation and Countryside Managment reported that he would be discussing with the Head of Valley Management and the Head Countryside Ranger the possibility of using the report as a tool to undertake an audit of the access sites in the Broads Authority executive area.  It was hoped that the audit might be undertaken by schools or colleges.
The Forum suggested the Womens Institute, NHS, Easton College and Otley College as possible interested organisations. 
The Forum discussed BESL’s recent footpath enhancement works in relation to easy access.  The Broads Projects Co-ordinator requested that specific problem areas be referred directly to him.
RESOLVED

(i) that the report be noted; and
(ii) that the report be forwarded to the England Access Forum, the Norfolk Local Access Forum, Norfolk County Council and the Broads Authority’s Countryside Rangers as guidance.
(2)
Broads Tourism Forum

The Forum considered a report by the Broads Local Access Forum member representing walking, inviting members to comment on the proposal to create a working relationship between the Broads Local Access Forum and the Broads Tourism Forum
The Director of Conservation and Countryside Management confirmed that this item was still part of the Broads Toursim Forum agenda.
A member of the public (the Vice Commodore of Carrow Yacht Club) stated that he felt that ancillary activites, such as walking in the Broads, were often under promoted in favour of sailing opportunities.
The Head Countryside Ranger reported that he was working with Norfolk County Council’s Health Walks Project Officer regarding the possibility of producing a healthy walks booklet for one of the settlements in the Broads Authority executive area.

The Head Countryside Ranger also reported that he was working with an environmental holiday expedition company organising a taster weekend in the Broads, and that the company was interested in organising further expeditions in the Broads in the future.
The Forum felt that the advice and proposals raised by Ray Walpole as listed in the report should be progressed.
The possibility of a paper boy/girl sponsored ride was discussed.  It was suggested that Sustrans or the EDP might be interested in getting involved.  Mr Walpole agreed to contact the relevant organisations and report back to the Forum.

The Forum discussed twinning exchange opportunities with other organisations including Biesbosch National Park in the Netherlands, which was a partner with the Broads Authority in an Interreg bid linked to sustainable tourism.
RESOLVED

(i)
that the report be noted; and
(ii)
that Mr Walpole contact the relevant organisations regarding a paper boy/girl sponsored ride and report back to the Forum. 
3/7
England Access Forum: Review of minutes of meeting held on 11 March 2009

The Head Countryside Ranger reported that Natural England had appointed a regional Local Access Forum link officer for a period of one year, who would shortly be organising a regional meeting for the East of England Local Access Forum chairs and vice chairs.  The role of the link officer would also include assisting the East of England representatives and organising the yearly national forum.  The Forum hoped that the link officer would become a channel of communication between the Forum and the England Access Forum representatives regarding items requiring Local Access Forum support, such as highways agency issues.  

The Forum requested that the letter distributed to members from the Chairman of the Essex Local Access Forum be forwarded to the England Access Forum and copied to the Minister for the Natural and Marine Environment, Wildlife and Rural Affairs.  

The Forum discussed the highways agency’s proposal to enlarge the Postwick Hub as part of the northern distributor road development, which would result in the discontinuation of the Norwich feeder road.  The Forum questioned whether the feeder road could be used by pedestrians and cyclists to access Whitlingham Country Park and the Wherryman’s Way long distance footpath.  Ray Walpole and Peter Medhurst agreed to draft a letter to the England Access Forum regarding this proposal.
The issue of gating orders was discussed.  It was noted that neither Norwich nor Great Yarmouth had been mapped on the definitive maps.  It was also noted that gating orders had never been raised in the Broads Authority executive area.
3/8
Broadland Flood Alleviation Project: Update on Access Enhancements
The Broads Projects Co-ordinator updated the Forum on the main enhancement schemes linked to the Broadland Flood Alleviation Project that were currently being worked on by Broads Authority and BESL officers.  

The consultation document regarding the creation of a wetland habitat at Geldeston (Compartment 25) would be distributed shortly, and although BESL was already aware of the Forum’s views the Broads Projects Co-ordinator would also respond formally to the consultation.
The consultation period for Horning Marshes (Compartment 3) had now closed.  The compartment included the proposal to link two footpaths as either a public right of way or a permissive path.  
Following Compartment 25’s consultation there would be a consultation on the proposals for Belton Marshes (Compartments 33 and 34).  As the Forum’s comments would be sought on these proposals, it was agreed that the Broads Projects Co-ordinator, the Head Countryside Ranger and the Forum’s Chairman would, once the consulation had been received, respond formally on behalf of the Forum.
The planning application for slipway access for small boats at Cantley Parish Staithe would be discussed by the Planning Committee on Friday 19 June 2009.
Funding had been granted for the Carlton Marshes easy access path.

The work currently being undertaken by BESL along Martham Bank (Compartment 6) was progressing well.
BESL would be commencing work at Fishley Marshes (Compartment 37) shortly.
3/9
Access Paths (Countryside Stewardship)

Ray Walpole tabled a briefing note informing members of his concerns regarding his understanding of the possible loss of permissive paths due to the discontinuation of the Countryside Stewardship Scheme (CSS) in favour of Entry Level (ELS) and High Level Stewardships (HLS).
Following a lengthy discussion regarding these concerns the Forum agreed that further information and investigation was required and requested that a representative from Natural England be invited to the next meeting.

The Forum also requested that the Head Countryside Ranger forward Mr Walpole’s briefing note to Robin Buxton for comment.  
3/10
Broads Forum Update

Keith Bacon reported that the items discussed at the last Broads Forum meeting, which took place on 2 April, included an update on the mooring strategy, the arrangements for watersking/wakeboarding, the annual water plant survey summary, and angling access enhancements and management arrangements.
The Forum discussed parish council representation on the Broads Forum and ways in which the Forum could work closer with parish councils in the Broads Authority executive area.  The Forum agreed that the Head Countryside Ranger circulate an introductory letter to these parish councils.  Ray Walpole and George Saunders also agreed to forward leaflets from other Local Access Forums to the Head Countryside Ranger for information.
3/11
Any Other Business

The Head Countryside Ranger reported that a consultation on coastal change would be circulated to members shorlty.  As the closing date for comments was 25 September 2009 it was proposed that members discuss their comments at the next meeting.  
The Head Countryside Ranger drew the Forum’s attention to the letter regarding changes to the Secretary of State’s Guidance on Local Access Forums in England recently circulated to members.  The modification of most importance to the Forum was the section relating to ‘access to water’, which confirmed that:

“While access to “land” included access to “land covered with water”, this is not the same as a right to access the water for a purpose other than to access the land which the water covers.”
The idea of running a competition for schools, which could include disabled access and opportunities for press coverage, was discussed.  The Head Countryside Ranger confirmed that he would contact the Head of Environmental and Outdoor Learning at the West Norfolk Professional Development Centre regarding the possibility of undertaking this next year. 
3/12
Date of Next Meeting
It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled to take place on Wednesday 9 September at 2.00 p.m. at Dragonfly House, 2 Gilders Way, Norwich.
The meeting concluded at 4.45 p.m.
Chairman

JE/mins/blaf170609 /Page 1 of 8/150909

